Shipyard donated skills to replace leaking old vessel that provides lifeline to Malawi clinics
Macduff Shipyards recently completed a new boat for use as a marine ambulance in Africa. The 27ft aluminium boat has been delivered to a hospital in Malawi.

It will be used by the David Gordon Memorial Hospital at Livingstonia to transport patients to and from remote communities on the shores of Lake Malawi which are not accessible by road.
The project follows an appeal by the hospital to Christian charity the Raven Trust for help in finding a boat to replace a leaky, old craft currently in use.

The trust appeal on behalf of the hospital was answered by Macduff Shipyards and agreement was reached last year to build a boat.

Charity spokesman John Challis said: “Macduff Shipyards said if funding could be found for the materials, they would build the boat.

“We managed to get money for the hull and various companies contributed towards the cost of the aluminium and machinery required.
“The hospital in Livingstonia has out-clinics and there are no roads to the communities involved so using a boat is the only way.”

Macduff Shipyards managing director John Watt said: “The boat is low maintenance with an aluminium hull which won’t rust and she has an air-cooled engine. We began building her last October and she should last a lifetime. Everybody at the yard was delighted to be involved in the project.”

Two Malawians have been at Macduff to inspect the boat, called Good Hope, during her trials in April and attend the naming ceremony.

Engineer Lovemore Mkandaware and Young Soko, director of primary health care at the Livingstonia hospital, said they were delighted with the craft.

The Good Hope was designed so that she could be partially dismantled and packed in a container for the sea journey to Africa.

Arrival in Malawi
Container FCL64, carrying the Good Hope, arrived safely at Chilumba on Lake Malawi on 9th August. When it had been lifted off the lorry the next day and opened, it was found that the boat had travelled thousands of miles from Macduff without damage.
John Watt, was on hand to help with the unloading and re-assembly. 

At 14.30 CAT (Central Africa Time) on Monday, 10th August the Good Hope was lifted into Lake Malawi and, after final checks and stowing of equipment, the engine was started and she set off on Lake Malawi for the first time.

On Tuesday John Watt and George West took her down the Lake to Mlowe where she will be stationed and laid her mooring there. Her “placing on station” service was held on the beach the next day. The Malawian “boat boys” are delighted with the boat and the way she handles - even in rough weather.

Within a fortnight Good Hope had made her first emergency run - to evacuate a newly delivered mother who was haemorrhaging and needed urgent hospital treatment.

